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Building work begins on new Heart for Cornwall 

Work begins next week to transform a derelict mining site in Pool into a beautiful landscape of parkland, gardens, culture and heritage facilities, with opportunities for young and old.  Heartlands will be a place to visit, work and relax in, having been initiated by the community it will operate as a thriving social enterprise in the future.  The Cornwall Council-led project has worked directly with the local community to develop the designs that will transform Cornwall’s most derelict urban area into a truly inspiring sustainable development. With all the preparatory work now complete, the programme of conservation and construction on the 19 acre site is set to begin. 

Heartlands is of unique historic, social, economic and environmental significance. The scheme will feature an exciting mix of new uses including new exhibitions on the Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage Site centred around the old Robinson’s Shaft mine, performance and event areas, high quality business space, apartments, community facilities, play and relaxation spaces and uplifting art, all set in a dramatic new park landscape that has been shaped by Cornwall’s proud culture and heritage.

Once complete, the development will be transferred to the Heartlands Trust and will operate as a self sustaining social enterprise, requiring no support from national or local tax payers. Any surplus profit will be reinvested to support the area’s social and economic regeneration for years to come.

Designs for the scheme have been finalised and it will be built to ensure the sustainable design aspirations are realised.  The design incorporates a large solar photovoltaic array as well as a biomass district heating system that will power Heartlands on its journey towards carbon neutrality.  A communal rainwater harvesting system will provide a source of water for irrigation and other non-potable uses and waste recycling will be encouraged.

Building will commence this summer with work on several key aspects of the project including the Carpenters Workshop, on the Grade 2* Listed Robinson’s Shaft complex, the Compressor House and Gateway Building, construction and works in Pool village and the creation of new buildings including the Artists Crescent and the ‘Chy-An-Bobel’ community hall. Heartlands is scheduled to open to the community in Autumn 2011.

Through the planning and design process Heartlands has enjoyed unparalleled support from the local community, with hundreds of people involved in developing the plans as well as contributing to art and creative activities linked to the development. This period has also seen 500 people sign-up to becoming ‘Friends of Heartlands’ and many of these are keen to volunteer within the scheme in the future.  

To mark the completion of the planning stage and the start of the building programme, Heartlands is hosting a special celebration event on site on Friday 23rd July to thank those people who have been actively involved and helped Heartlands reach this important milestone.

Cornwall Councillor for economic regeneration, Carolyn Rule, said: “There has been an incredible amount of work and commitment required to get Heartlands to this stage in its development, not just from the Council-led project team, but also from the local community here in Pool. Heartlands is fundamental to the area’s social and economic regeneration and I look forward to seeing work begin to transform this derelict site into what I know will become a facility much loved locally and an example of a truly sustainable community.”

Anna Southall, Vice Chair of Big Lottery Fund’s Board, said “The community is such an important part of Heartlands, so it’s wonderful to be able to come together today to celebrate the work of local people, groups and schools who are all making a valuable contribution to this project. 

“BIG is committed to improving the quality of life in communities across the UK and this multi-million-pound scheme is set to do just that. It promises to make a real difference to local people, creating jobs, boosting tourism and leading the substantial regeneration of the area.”

Trevor Ives, HCA Area Manager added: “It’s great to see this crucial project taking such an important step forward and a testament to what the partners have achieved by working together. We are continuing to work with partners to support the delivery of this vital project for Cornwall.

“It is also very important that the community is involved in the plans for Heartlands as progress is made. The event being held to mark the start of work promises to be an excellent opportunity to do this.”

Heartlands became a reality when the Big Lottery Fund granted £22.3 million towards the £35 million project to help create a unique setting for a range of activities essential to the area’s social and economic regeneration. Additional investment has been provided by the Homes and Communities Agency (HCA), who has provided funding and more than £6m worth of land towards the development, and Cornwall Council. 

A special celebration event will take place on site on Friday 23rd July to thank those people who have been actively involved and helped Heartlands reach this important milestone in its development. 

This will be an invitation only event.
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Heartlands

Heartlands is a £35 million scheme to transform Cornwall’s most derelict urban area into a truly inspirational cultural landscape. The scheme was awarded a £22.3 million grant by the Big Lottery Fund in 2007 and will create a unique setting for a range of activities that are essential for the area’s social regeneration. Once complete the development will be handed over to the Heartlands Trust to be operated as a social enterprise, with profits being invested back into the community to further the area’s social and economic regeneration.

The 7.5 hectare (19 acre) Heartlands site will feature:

· 19 residential apartments, of which 5 will be affordable homes for rent

· 15 artist’s studios / office / retail spaces

· 5 gardens each the size of half a football pitch

· A variety of renewable energy sources – solar photovoltaic panels and biomass boiler heating and hot water system

· The Chy–An-Bobel community hall, which accommodate up to 200 people

· Cafe, restaurant and bar

· One of the biggest free adventure playgrounds in Cornwall

· Free to enter park, gardens and World Heritage Site exhibition centre

The Big Lottery Fund (BIG)
· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.

· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Big Lottery Fund Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030, Textphone: 08456 021 659. Full details of Big Lottery Fund projects and grant awards are available at: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk
· Big Lottery Press Office: 020 7211 1888. Out of hours: 07867 500 572

The Homes and Communities Agency

The Homes and Communities Agency is the single, national housing and regeneration agency for England. We bring together English Partnerships, investment functions of the Housing Corporation, and the Academy for Sustainable Communities, with major delivery programmes of Communities and Local Government.

 

The agency’s vision is about creating opportunity for people to live in homes they can afford, in places they want to live and for local authorities and communities to deliver the ambition they have for their own areas. 
 
This will be achieved by: 

· Acting as the bridge between national targets and local ambitions, with a strong regional presence; 

· Through a process of 'single conversations' with local authorities, RDAs and sub regional partnerships;

· Working effectively with the market, house builders, investors and other stakeholders;

· Understanding the needs and aspirations of people and communities.

A range of local, national and international contractors have been involved in Heartlands to date, these include: 

Alder King
Commercial Property Consultancy 

Buro Happold
Sustainability Consultancy/ Building Services Engineers

Byways & Highways
Traffic Consultancy

CEC
Ecology

Centre Screen
Audio visual programming

Davis Langdon LLP


Project Management

DCA Public Relations
PR and Media Relations Consultancy

EC Harris
BLF monitor

Event Cornwall
Events Programming

Gendall Design
Brand Development

H2OK
Engineering

King Sturge
Commercial Property Consultancy

Lavigne Lonsdale


Architecture

Lawrence Graham LLP
Legal advice 

 LUC
Landscape Architecture

MBA Consulting
Structural Engineering

Midas Construction
Construction

Outside Studios
3D Exhibition Design

Pell Frischmann
Environmental Consultancy 

Roger Tym & Partners
Business Planning

Savills
Commercial Property Consultancy

Stephen Feber Ltd


Overall Exhibition Design, Interim Director, Creative Services 

Stride Treglown



Architecture and Planning Consultancy

Thomas Lister Associates

Property Regeneration Consultancy

WWA




Quantity Surveying

Artists involved in delivering creative projects for Heartlands include:

Masatoshi Hirai
Material Tendency Gateways

Ben Cook
Lost Words Found Objects

David Mackie
Village Green

Kingsley Baird
Textiles

Laura Smith
Mining the Landscape 

Michael Rowe
Colour Wall/Carpenters Shed

Nicky Neate
Totems

Walter Jack
Bickford’s Wall

Wolfgang Buttress
Pool Crossroads

Anne Smyth
Light installation/Village Green Seams

Bas Raijmakers
Inclusive Design

For further information please contact:
Jenny Bishop

DCA Public Relations

01208 77900/ 07875 719217

Jenny.bishop@dca-pr.co.uk 

[image: image2.png]Heartlands

Robinson’s Shaft,
Dudnance Lane, Poal,
Redruth Cornwall TR15 3QY

Tel. 01209722323

Fax. 01209710495
info@heartlandscornwall.com
www.heartlandscornwall.com

oeand .15&@

CORNWALL
COUNCIL

Homes &
Communities
Agency

convergence
for economic
trunsformation

urpoar Regora European Union

Developmant Fund
o e o





